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members that as a girl at Bonaly, Colinton, not many years
ago, she was warned not to go into the harvest fields, as one
of the servants had been " dumped ".

12. EASTER IN GREECE*
The Greek Easter fell this year (1890) on I3th April, and
was celebrated with the usual rites at Athens. Easter candles
and coloured Easter eggs were exhibited for sale in large
quantities in the streets on Good Friday ; and live lambs
were to be seen, which the peasants had brought in from the
country to sell. Each family, as a rule, buys a lamb, kills it,
and eats it on Easter Sunday. On Saturday, in various
parts of Athens, I observed the gutters running with the
blood of the lambs which had been thus killed to furnish
the family meal on Sunday. I am told that in some country
districts the blood of the lamb is sometimes smeared on the
threshold of the house. On the night of Good Friday the
eikones or holy pictures representing the dead Christ were
carried in solemn procession through the streets, great crowds
joining in the processions with lighted candles, or watching
the processions pass. Military bands marched in the pro-
cessions, playing solemn music. During Easter Saturday and
Easter Sunday firing went on almost continuously all over
Athens. The cartridges used were not always blank ones,
for I heard the whistle of bullets, and am informed that fatal
accidents on such occasions are not uncommon. The object
of the firing is said to be to kill Judas. Formerly effigies of
Judas used to be burned at .this season, but in Athens the
custom is now forbidden by the Government,
The chief ceremony of the festival takes place at midnight
on Easter Saturday, that is, at the commencement of Easter
Sunday, the moment when the Resurrection is believed to
have taken place. In Athens a religious service, presided
over by the Archbishop, is held at midnight in the square in
front of the cathedral, and at the presumed moment of the
Resurrection the bells ring out and the multitude who fill the
square kindle the candles which they had hitherto held un-
1 Reprinted from Folk-lore, vol. i. No. 2 (June 1890), p. 175 sg.